
Copyright	©	2024	Thomas	Hähnlein
www.thomashaehnlein.com

5

9

13

&

STEP	2:	FIGURE	OUT	THE	NOTES	

-	Pick	a	Jazz	Solo	that	catches	your	ear
-	choose	whatever	fits	your	level:	Transcribe	one	note,	two	notes,	a	whole	phrase,	one	page	or	the	whole	solo
-	prepare	the	passage	you	want	to	transcribe	so	you	can	loop	it	and	slow	it	down	(using	f.e.	Transcribe+)

STEP	1:	CHOOSE	WHAT	TO	TRANSCRIBE	

-	IT	can	be	a	great	exercise	to	memorize	everything	without	writing	it	down;	but	especially	for	beginners,	I'd
recommend	to	write	the	notes	down:

HOW	TO	TRANSCRIBE	JAZZ	SOLOS	IN	3	STEPS
Thomas	Hähnlein
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STEP	3:	COPY	THE	FEEL	OF	THE	NOTES	

-	This	is	the	most	important	Step!
-	try	to	copy	every	aspect	of	the	musician	you're	transcribing	and	write	every	nuance	down	if	possible	
-	here	are	some	suggestions	what	to	listen	for:

Articulation
Slurred	/	articulated

hard	/	soft
light	/	energetic

Dark	/	bright

Sound

steady	/	Contrasting

Dynamics
soft	/	loud in	front	/	laid	back

Timing
Dotted	/	Straight	8ths

phrasing

Pitch	changes
ghost	notes


